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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The right to a quality educati on IS a

fundanental right Illinois owes to all of its children; and

VHEREAS, The State of Illinois is over-reliant on

property taxes to fund education; and

VWHEREAS, This over-reliance on property taxes has created
a nunber of problens for education funding, tax equity, and

econom ¢ devel opnent across the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, In particular, the State's over-reliance on
property taxes is a primary cause of the significant
di fferences between per student education funding across the

State; and

VWHEREAS, The over-reliance on property taxes also has
created significant hardships for rural areas of the State,
for areas of concentrated poverty in wurban areas of the
State, and for senior citizens on fixed inconmes in

gentrifying areas of the State; and

WHEREAS, Nunerous comm ssions and task forces, such as
the I kenberry Comm ssion and the Governor's Educati on Funding
Advi sory Board, have recomrended that Illinois assune prinmary
responsi bility for funding education by reducing its reliance
on property taxes and using nore State-based revenue to fund

educati on; and

WHEREAS, Any changes the State mekes in how it funds
education should ensure that:

(1) Every school district in the State has sufficient

financial resources to fund a quality education;

(i) No school district |oses noney as a result of the

reform and

(ti1) The State-based revenue sources used to replace

property taxes are adjusted through the use of credits or
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other tax relief, so that the State does not create
addi ti onal fi nanci al bur dens for | owi ncone and
noderate-incone famlies and senior citizens; therefore,

be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that there is created a Joint
Committee on Property Tax Reform and School Fundi ng Reform
whi ch shall be charged with reformng the State's fisca
systemto ensure it is fundanentally sound, fair, and capable
of funding a quality education for all Illinois children; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint Commttee on Property Tax Reform
and School Funding Reform shall be conprised as follows:
seven nmenbers of the House of Representatives, the Speaker of
t he House appoi nting four, W th one serving as
co- chai r per son, and the Mnority Leader of the House
appointing three; and seven nenbers of the Senate, the
President of the Senate appointing four, with one of them
serving as co-chairperson, and the Mnority Leader of the

Senate appointing three; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint Commttee on Property Tax Reform
and School Funding Reformneet at |east twelve tines during
the 93rd Ceneral Assenbly and summarize its findings and
recommendations in a report to the General Assenbly no |ater

t han Decenber 31, 2004.
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